^__________________Sri Raghavendra

therefore be necessary for us to know how he fits into
the life story of Sri Raghavendraswami - in other words,
in the Vyasaraja charitra that singnifies the earlier birth
of Sri  Raghavendra.    How and under what
circumstances Purandara Dasa had obtained his holy
initiation from Sri Vyasaraja and in what manner his life,
before and after the holy initiation, had been under the
powerful influence of Lord Narayana is to be known by
all. While these are set out in the next chapter, what
requires a logical analysis here is the imbibing of
spiritual knowledge by Prahlada from Sri Narada.

Today, Sri Raghavendraswami is showering on
his devotees his blessings as a Kamadhenu and a
Kalpavruksha.   But when he lived his mundane
existence as Venkatanatha, how much he had suffered!
He could not satisfy his hunger then as his penurious
circumstances did not permit him to have even a single
meal a day. Ironically, he had faced nothing but misery
in his younger days, while today thousands are enjoying
the benefit of his grace and getting sumptuously fed.

Even as Prahlada, how many tnals and tribulations
he had to face through Hiranyakasipu and put up with
them! But, what was it that gave him the strength to bear
those? Undoubtedly, it was the Narayana nama!

In this Kali yuga, we mortals face everyday scores
of ordeals - but what is the lesson that Sri Raghavendra
and Sri Prahlada have passed on to us? Whatever be
the sufferings or problems confronting one, steadfast
belief in the Almighty and his prowess, will mitigate
them-nay even cause their extinction.